Cancer of the supraglottic larynx with neck node metastasis treated by radiation therapy only. The revised 1987 UICC classification system as prognostic indicator.
In 1987, a thoroughly renewed TNM classification was published; the revision was a conjunct effort of the International Union Against Cancer (UICC) and American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC). With respect to the former UICC classification, a major change was introduced regarding the regional lymph node subcategories in head and neck cancer; that is compared to the 1978 edition the subjective subcategory of fixation was eliminated and size of the lymph node has become of paramount importance. To see whether the 1987 UICC classification system is indeed more predictive and discriminatory than the 1978 edition, we have analysed patients with supraglottic cancer with clinically detectable lymph node metastasis (T1-4, N+). All patients treated between 1965 and 1980 by radiation therapy only were staged according to both editions of the UICC classification system. From these data we conclude that the prognosis of patients with lymph nodal involvement indeed worsens from N1 to N3 when classified according to the 1987 edition; in contrast, no difference is seen between the N1, N2 or N3 subcategories when staged according to the 1978 classification rules.